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Issues for the study of old Thilisi boundary-hedge

Merab Dzneladze, associate professor
Georgian Technical University

Gia Nadirashvili, PhD student
Georgian Technical University

Summary

As soon as Tbilisi was moved from Mtskheta to the capital, it acquired the function of the main trans-
port-trade center in the whole Caucasus.Itas a city of the early medieval period, is enclosed by a single hedge,
which was served by thegate-customs system of various numbers and purposes in different historical periods.
These are: “Abano Gate”, “Ganji Gate”, “Kodjori Gate”, “Dighomi Gate”, “Tsklis Gate”, “Meidani (Moedani)
Gate” was called “Meidni Tsklis Gate” (1751), “Upper Tsklis Gate” “ (1769), “Mukhrani Gate” (1800). “Gate
of Avlabari” on the left bank of Mtkvari, in the interior side of Avlabari.

Thilisi gate is first mentioned in the written source of 627-628, and then it falls into the field of attention
of many local and foreign historians, scientists, travelers. It is worth noting the views of Tiflis created by artist
Jean Chardin (1672-1673) and Tournefort (1701). The plan of Tbilisi created by the historian Vakhushti Bagra-
tioni in 1735 is especially noteworthy.

According to the maps of 1802 and 1809, the wall surrounds the city as old times, and the western wall is
followed by “Avanaantkhevi”. At first glance, “Dighomi Gate” and “Kojori Gate” are functioning normally,
but behind their walls, a new project area has already been marked on the maps - with regular development
and non-functioning of the fortification system. It can be assumed that this is the age when the plan for the pur-
poseful destruction of the medieval city wall was developed and its implementation began in the near future.

As a result of the recent archeological research in Thbilisi, it was possible to localize “Digomi Gate” and
“Kojori Gate”. The fortification system of the fortress-city of Thilisi with its ramparts and piers ceased to exist
after the occupation of Georgia by the Russian Empire and the abolition of the kingdom. After 1801, it was
systematically dismantled.

Key words: Tbilisi Gate, Maidani Gate, Kari Gate, Small Gate, Sogdebili Gate, Rabadi Gate, Dighomi
Gate, Kojori Gate, Hedge, boundary
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